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come out of it as they have tended to come
out the last several years, not only do they
have this great reservoir of talent, but this
great reservoir of talent was tested in a steady
way during the year. So that when the best
team came out of the AFC, they even—not
only have they had—very often they weren’t
as strong pound for pound, particularly in
physical strength. That was the thing that the
Cowboys had, you know, on both sides of
the line. In the end they would win at the
end on their just brute strength as much as
anything else. But the AFC teams hadn’t
been subject to that level of competition on
a sustained basis.

I think this may be a little different. And
as I said, you’ve got to ask yourself what hap-
pened to this team that turned it into a, lit-
erally, a brilliant defensive team in the last
third of this year. There’s something there.
And I think it’s—we’ve got a chance to see
an exciting game.

Q. We’ll watch on Sunday. And on that
note, Mr. President, I want to thank you very
much again for being one of our first guests
on S-Plus.

The President. Thank you.
Q. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The interview began at 5:06 p.m. at the
Chicago Cultural Center. Mr. Hunt conducted the
interview for television channel WBIS in New
York, NY. This interview was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary in two parts: part I
was released on January 22; part II was released
on January 24. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to Chicago Bulls basketball player Dennis
Rodman. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of
the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of Defense
January 22, 1997

I applaud the Senate for acting so swiftly
on the nominations of Madeleine Albright
and William Cohen. In confirming both Am-
bassador Albright as Secretary of State and
Senator Cohen as Secretary of Defense by
unanimous votes, the Senate has recognized
the extraordinary capabilities of these two
outstanding individuals.

Equally important, the Senate has sent a
strong signal to the world of its determination
to work in a constructive and bipartisan spirit
with the administration on our Nation’s for-
eign policy and national defense. I welcome
that resolve. Nothing is more important for
maintaining America’s leadership in the
world than preserving the bipartisan consen-
sus on national security policy that was so
vital to our success in World War II and the
cold war. I look forward to a continuation
of that spirit of bipartisan cooperation as the
Senate takes up the nominations of Con-
gressman Bill Richardson to be Ambassador
to the United Nations and Anthony Lake to
be Director of Central Intelligence.

Remarks at the Swearing-In of
Madeleine Albright as Secretary of
State and an Exchange With
Reporters
January 23, 1997

Welcome. Mr. Vice President, Secretary-
designate Albright, members of your family,
Senator Helms, Senator Mikulski. Is Con-
gressman Hamilton here? Under Secretary
Tarnoff. I’m very pleased to preside at Mad-
eleine Albright’s swearing-in today. I thank
the Senate for its swift and unanimous ap-
proval of her nomination. That reflects the
confidence that all of us have in this remark-
able American. It also sends a strong signal
of the Senate’s willingness to work with us
to fashion a constructive and bipartisan for-
eign policy to advance the national interest
of America.

This is a time of great hope and oppor-
tunity. If we are going to realize its promise,
we must recognize that our global leadership
is essential. In the next century, no less than
this one, America must continue to be the
world’s greatest force for peace and freedom
and prosperity. Madeleine Albright has the
strength and wisdom to help ensure that
America remains the indispensable nation.

Arriving on our shores as a refugee from
tyranny and oppression, she worked her way
up with determination and character to attain
our Nation’s highest diplomatic office. She
knows from her life’s experience that free-
dom has its price and democracy its rewards.
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Her story is the best of America’s story, told
with courage, compassion, and conviction.

As our U.N. Ambassador these last 4 years,
she has stood unflinchingly for America’s in-
terest and values. Now as our Secretary of
State, she will help lead the effort to build
a world where America makes the most of
its partnerships with friends and allies around
the world, where America leads the fight for
a world that is safer from weapons of terror
and mass destruction, where America leads
the fight for a world that is safer from orga-
nized crime, drug trafficking, and all terrorist
activity, and where expanded trade brings
growth and opportunity, where peace and
freedom know no frontiers.

Just as I have benefited time and again
from her counsel and her judgment, the
American people will benefit from her lead-
ership and her ability to speak to them about
the importance of our being strong abroad
in order to have a strong, good life here at
home.

On their behalf, I ask now that the Vice
President swear Madeleine Albright into her
new office.

[At this point, Vice President Gore adminis-
tered the oath of office and Secretary
Albright made brief remarks.]

Q. Madam Secretary, what is your first
order of business?

Secretary Albright. To go over to the
State Department and tell them all that we
have a very important job to do with the hard
work of our foreign service and civil service
who works in the State Department. And
then I will plan the next steps. But my first
goal is really to go and work with the excel-
lent people that have provided the backbone
of America’s diplomatic service.

Q. Madam Secretary, now that you’ve
made history, how else do you intend to dif-
fer from your predecessor?

Secretary Albright. I’m basically inter-
ested in serving the President of the United
States and the people of the United States
as best I can. I’m very proud to be an Amer-
ican. And I hope very much that the Amer-
ican people will be proud of me as I perform
this service for the United States.

Thank you.

Q. Are you going to be tough on the new
Secretary-General, as you were on his prede-
cessor? [Laughter]

Secretary Albright. I think we are going
to meet with the new Secretary-General. I’m
very pleased, actually, that his—the first offi-
cial trip that—the first visit here that the
President is going to have after his inaugura-
tion is with the United Nations Secretary-
General. My first official act will be to meet
with the President and the new Secretary-
General in a little while. And I think that
is a very good sign of the support that the
United States is going to give to the United
Nations. And as the Vice President said last
night, we are committed to the United Na-
tions.

Thank you.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:18 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks Following Discussions With
United Nations Secretary-General
Kofi Annan and an Exchange With
Reporters
January 23, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. Sec-
retary-General and your distinguished staff,
Mr. Vice President, Madam Secretary.

The President of the United States must
exercise the leadership of our country for
peace and freedom, for security and prosper-
ity in the world. When we must, we will act
alone. But when we can, we must work with
others to spread the cost and the risks of en-
gagement and to make our own leadership
more effective.

The United Nations is critical in advancing
the progress and peace of the world. It vac-
cinates children against disease, helps refu-
gees to stay safe and go home, teaches farm-
ers how to grow good crops, guards against
the spread of nuclear weapons. And from An-
gola to the Middle East, UN peacekeepers
are giving diplomacy a chance to work and
peace a chance to take hold.

That is the kind of burden-sharing we need
to seize the promise and meet the perils of
a world growing ever closer together. That’s
why last year I believed so strongly that the
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